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By Nicos las voir Hoffman

Presiden: Carier’s secong choice £or
the CILA directorship has. been . con-.
firmed by the Senaie with only minor
misgivings over Admiral Stantieid
Turner's refusal to resign his com-
mission in the Navy. Since the Navy
and the CILA are ultimately supposed
to be in the same business, you would
assume it wouldn't matter if the agen-
¢y’s director were a xmhtary man on
a1 leave of absence. ’

Is the objection to Turnar merely
the reductio ad absurdum of the con-
flict of interest idea or does it stexfl

Poster -

fro'm a general fear of “the military?”-
Despite our electing soldier heroes to

the
have a traditional fear of Caesarism:
The army.coup d'etat, the military
dictator or the creation of a danger-
ous professional army run by a quasj-i-
faseist oificer corps is. a recurvent
theme in the scare hteratu{e of our

politics.” v 5 7 7 g TwerliIv L E

As the- docaues have passed since
World War II, always with million of
men under arms and billions spent on
the .maieriel of war, it has become a
settled axiom that "tbe military” ex-_
ercises- an updue influence on our
government and our. nat;ona! life in
_general. Thus, whether it is Nixon ap-
poiniing. Gen.: Alexander Haig :to- the..

civilian post of White House chief of
staff or - Carter investing - Admiral
‘Turner with the purple sheet ‘of com.-
mang~ever--all- spooks,—
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presidency irom time to time, we:|

| =officer_corps-(with. its- allevlance to a:

-WASHINGTON POST
30 MARCH 1977
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bmce our<e1ves for the putsch w}uch
never comes.

. .Our admirals and gexlerals are

pussycats. Since Gen. Douglas Mac- .
. Arthur defied President Truman and -

paid for it by losing his command, no

. upper echelon officer has defied civil-

ian authority. The admirals and the-
. Senerals have been punctilious in ob-
_ serving their -oaths to the_Constitu-
tion. Indeed.the armed services are -
- so obedient they may have -unknow-
- ingly contributed to the false sense of

omnipotence  attributed to some of
Z‘our, recent presidents, . - -

* - If you Teflect on it, the behavxor
of _the brass during the Vietnamese
"“tvar was one of almost touching loyal--
ty to our political 1nst1tut10ns The
crazy civilians ordered them into a
-war which they weren’'t allowed to
_ fight as they thought best and, in the
ensuing stalemate, they absorbed a.
home front bombardment of ridicule
and anger. Through it all the generals -
not only gave no thought to rebelling,
they hardly ever even 01umoled in

public.

The good character and fxdeht) to
constitutional principles of . our of-
ficers aside, what might account for .
- their fallure to act as-the military has
in some European and South Ameri-
can countries? It's obvious that the }
telltale tight and tightly separated’ J

U

““special and-private set of values) has
. hever grown to full mautrity here, - -
Many factors could contribute to.

" that state of affairs: the ROTC pro-

grams; ‘diluting the’ solidity of the-

-service academy graduates; the ab-

Jsence in América‘of the kind of olass

vstructule that - breeds - politically de-:
! structive - mmtary “elitism. Beyond |

.that, though, there is- the civilianiza-

- tion of ‘our king of- war a.nd ou mili

}‘ tary institutions. ENE

> Modern warfaré is too comph.a.ted‘
- for- “generals “and “admirals.” The ‘re-
¢ search, development, testing, procures
! ment and often the use of many weap-
ons systems is'plainly beyond the mili-
hry’s training and talents.: The Penta-:
* gon couldn’t Tun without its masses
of cwman technologists, its non-mili- |
" tary, corporateé” contractees "and: .the
officers who have been sent.gutside’
7 the- mmtary system for clyilian train-
i mg in-running the mass-of, complicat.’|

| __theve..is-the- further--fact- that .the |
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ed stuff that non- solchers have :.et up.
The officer who has to go to Cal Teclp |
or the University of Wisconsin to sret: .
a Ph. D. in mathematics or chemx:,try I :
or “business adininistration ‘absorbs- °
and- makes values and norms- of msi
own which aren’t compatibie with the
. development of an mr)}ated ancL dan—
gerous officer class=" f ™ i

_ Past the pressure- cf technology to
. civilianize our organizations -of -war,

" major decisici:s »egarding the Penta-
gon are too Jmpmtant economlcally
to be-left to the generals who would,
_in their narrow sense of 'mssu)n, fail
to see that defense is but one purpoese
of our perpetual war effort. Anyone
with a television set knows, -for ins-
tance, that the least critical aspect of
the B-1 bomber decision is whether or
not it can get inside the enemy lines
to drop its radioactive eggs on Vladi-
vostok. If the bomber never does any
more than fly in V-formation at Ve-
terans Day parades, it will. have ful-
filled its .mission if it also puts the
aircraft workers of Seattle and South-
ern California :back to work. The
civilian . government, which  won't.
“create jobs to clean up the rivers and
the air, will use t‘le Penfagon for.such.
a purpose. ..o . .. R

When the. draft‘wab suspended one
of -the -arguments for moving to a
Volunteer army was that the’ draftees
. were too. infractious, too-hard to train,
too civilian. The new volunteer army
was supposed to be a- tougher, ‘more
_.disciplined. fighting  unit.. That was
,why some people oppobed it.” They
thouc,ht it “would produce ‘Toindless
- Janissaries -who would "do- anything,’
‘obey any order 'as'morcenmes rare
‘ thought to act, ..
»"What happened s
cruits tend to ‘treat"their stint. in the
.armed, service .more: and “more_like
crnlmn jobs. Even if the talk of form-
. ing a union comes fo naught, the new
empha.sis on - signing --because - it's-
--steady-work-and-you-learn-a-trade tells
‘~what's: happened -to- the. old -pre-Pear}
;;' Harbor hfer depxcted in: novels* hke

5 won' t re51m from the Nayy ".TheNavy
has resx
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